
GENERAL ADVICE REGARDING YOUR COMPLETED WILL
1.  SAFEKEEPING.  Keep your original Will in a safe place, where it will not be lost or damaged, such as a fireproof box or safe with your other important papers.  You may keep your Will in a safe deposit box, but check with the bank to make sure that someone will be able to get into the safe deposit box if you die.  Our office will not retain a copy of your Will.  You should inform the person(s) named as Executor(s) and one more member of your family or close friend where your Will is located.

CAN YOU REALLY DO THIS?  If you are an active duty member, you may indicate on your Page 2 where your Will is located for safekeeping.    

2.  CHANGES IN THE TEXT OF THE WILL.  Do not mark on your original Will.  Do not make any changes, corrections, cancellations, substitutions or notations on the original Will.  These could invalidate the entire Will.  Instead, consult a military legal assistance attorney or a civilian lawyer for assistance in making these changes.  

Many people like to make copies of their Will.  A copy of a Will is not a legal document.  If you do make a copy of your Will, do not remove any of the staples.  This is an indication that the Will has been tampered with and will invalidate your Will.  The number of total copies should be kept to a minimum.     

3.  REVIEW/UPDATE OF YOUR WILL.  Future events may affect your Will.  In general, you should consult an attorney whenever you marry, divorce, or give away or sell property you specifically mention in your Will.  An attorney should also be consulted when birth of a child or death of a beneficiary occurs, unless this information has already been provided for in the working of the Will.  You should review your Will periodically with regard to such events.  Also, your intentions may change.  Guardians or Executors may have grown too old to serve, beneficiaries may have died, or you may wish name additional beneficiaries.  Finally, the laws of various states regarding Wills vary widely.  When you change your legal residence, review your Will with an attorney.

4.  ESTATE PLANNING .  If the value of your estate is beginning to approach $1,500,000.00, you should consult an attorney regarding estate planning options.  While the Naval Legal Service Office does not draft or execute trust instruments, we can provide advice to help you avoid federal and state estate taxes.  Remember that life insurance is included in the total value of your gross estate.

5.  REVIEW YOUR LIFE INSURANCE.  Your Will does not accept your SGLI or any other life insurance you may have.  Review and update your Page 2 and life insurance designees.   
