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In the absence of a court order or a mutually agreed-upon signed written agreement between the spouses, the Marines have guidelines as to what constitutes an appropriate amount of support.  These support standards apply only to a Marine’s spouse, minor (under eighteen years of age) biological children and minor adopted children.  All children born in wedlock are presumed to be the biological children of the Marine and the Marine’s spouse.  The standards set forth below do not extend to stepchildren or other DoD-recognized dependents of the Marine.  There is no duty of support as between active duty military spouses without children.  The application of these standards will commence only after the Marine’s commanding officer has received a complaint of nonsupport, and the commanding officer has issued an appropriate order of support.

WHAT ARE THE MARINE CORPS GUIDELINES?


a.  In cases where the amount of support has not been fixed by a court order or written agreement, and upon a complaint of nonsupport to a commanding officer by or on behalf of a family member entitled to support, interim support per supported family member shall be the greater of the fixed amount of support reflected in the center column of the chart below, or the prorated share of whatever BAH or OHA to which the Marine is currently entitled, as shown in the chart below, per month.  Note that BAH that is credited to the Marine for government housing, but is not actually paid in cash, is not counted for purposes of interim support.  Under no circumstances shall the total amount of support required exceed 1/3 of the Marine’s gross military pay, per month.  Gross military pay is defined as the total of all military pay and allowances before taxes or any other deductions.


b.  

	Total Number of Family Members Entitled to Support
	Minimum Amount of Monthly Support per Requesting Family Member
	Share of Monthly BAH/OHA per Requesting Family Member

	1
	$350
	1/2

	2
	$286
	1/3

	3
	$233
	1/4

	4
	$200
	1/5

	5
	$174
	1/6

	6 or more
	$152
	1/7 or etc.



c.   In calculating the total number of family members entitled to support, the commanding officer shall count the complaining family member(s) and all other family members as defined above that (a) the Marine is supporting under a court order, written agreement, or commanding officer’s order of support (for  person(s) not party to the pending complaint of nonsupport), and (b) minor biological or adopted children that reside with the Marine whom the Marine is supporting.


d.   A Marine may request from his or her commanding officer a deviation from the guidelines for spousal support under certain circumstances.  Except for very limited circumstances, however, support for a minor child shall not be decreased.

WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF NON-SUPPORT?

If the nonsupport continues, a command may consider the use of officer fitreps, enlisted evals, administrative separation, non-judicial punishment, and even a recommendation for court-martial.
Marine Commanding Officers are permitted to issue a lawful punitive order for support of dependents to a marine.  A violation of a lawful order to provide support may be punished under Article 92 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice.

Legal Assistance Appointments:

For an appointment to see a legal assistance attorney, please contact the Legal Assistance Office, located in Admin II at Capodichino, by telephone at (081) 568-4576.
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